
NWSMTA May Member Meeting Minutes  

September 15th , 2025 

Rolling Meadows Library 

9:45 am Lois called the meeting to order 

Helen Chang Recording secretary read May Meeting minutes. Deb Lynch moved to approve 
minutes and Vonnie Mrozinski second. Minutes were approved 

The meeting continued with a welcome to new members and Reports from Chairs of 
Committees and Old business as asked for by the president and recorded below. 

President-Lois V. Guderian 

Welcome 

1st Vice President- Justyna Weirich 

Introduced the programs for 2025-2026 listed in the Yearbook including: Jennifer Cohen 
(Independent Learning), Janna Ganuilan (Overview of Intermediate Teaching), Claire 
Aebersold and Ralph Neiweem (Piano 4 hands), George Radosaljevic (Color and Motion of 
Water), Virtual Meeting in March so members can attend MTNA National Conference in 
Chicago 

2nd Vice P-Marcia Rudin – is no longer the 2nd VP. Now the 2nd VP is SuZane Ray. 

Treasurer-Xin Li 

Xin Li is our new treasurer and Yushan Sui helped with the transition of duties over the 
summer. Xin Li is sworn in by Parliamentarian Mary Anne Block.  

Checking account- As of September 15th, 2025, the balance in the BMO Harris Bank 
checking account stands at $13,578.88.  

Mutual Funds Account-As of August 31st 2025, the market value of the mutual funds 
account at Fidelity Investments is $50,440.19. This represents an increase of $647.07 in 
investment value.  

Recording Secretary 

Helen Chang sent out current job description from Google Drive to committee chairs and 
requested updated versions.  Job descriptions will be stored in Google Drive and then 
uploaded to a password restricted area on the website so interested members may view 

 



AIM-Coordinator Helen Chang 

AIM Dates and Deadlines are in the Yearbook and on Website. Workshop will e on October 
27th @10:00am At Countryside Church in Palatine 

Program approval by Stephanie Myers (hisamimyers@gmail.com) is required for ALL Level 
12 students 5 months before the exam/performance. Go to https://ismta.org/aim/ to 
download Level 12 Program Approval Submission Form.  

For all levels, a repertoire substitution request to include any piece not found in the 
Syllabus must be made by January 15 midnight to Stephanie Myers  

Camp Scholarship-Suyi Su 

3 applicants competed in two divisions this year and Judge was Karen Edwards of Wheaton 
College. One winner selected from Senior Division and two winners selected Junior 
Division. Next year’s Deadline is May 1st. First place award $600.00 and Second place 
award $400.00  

Certification-Jennifer Cohen 

Requirements have not changed. If interested contact Jennifer 

Classical Recitals-Michello Ho and Elizabeth Liebermann  

Sunday, October 26th 2 recitals in the afternoon. Only online registrations are accepted. 25 
students max entries and 50 minutes max playing time per recital. 15 minute max playing 
time per teacher or max 6 students per teacher. Registration always open 2 months before 
recital. Rules will be revised to say “No Sonata/Sonatinas allowed on Fall Classical 
Recital”. 

Festival of Pianos-Yoko Amano 

Family Piano is closed. Yoko is looking for new venue to continue this event and approx. 
March 

Finance/Vision-Marie Rutter 

Marie Rutter is taking time off from the Chairmanship in order to place more time and effort 
into her recuperation plan and regaining her strength following her accident last year. 
Helen Grosshans is currently the acting Chair. Lois asked Carol Walgren-Georgas to 
please spearhead the nomination and/or finding of a new Chair for the Committee. Carol 
accepted the responsibility. Sincere thanks to Marie for her past leadership of the Vision 
and Finance Committee and to Helen for her recent leadership.  

https://ismta.org/aim/


Gold Medal Recital-no chair 

The Gold Medal Recital will not take place this year. The deadline to volunteer as Chair was 
September 1. No volunteers to Chair or organize the event came forward this year. It is 
possible that it will be reinstated in the future. It is suggested that for this year, teachers 
highlight their students’ Gold Medal status in some way in the own studios and/or recitals.  

Discussion and suggestions included: 

• raising standards for eligibility for size control 
• Adding an additional fee since it’s a separate even 
• Holding the recital the same day in the evening of SSF at Harper 

Lois asked if people are interested to chair GMR next year and to let her know ASAP 

Group Ticket Sales-Genya Kantorovich 

See newsletter for details and deadline is September 30th 

Historia/Hospitality- Distinguished volunteer, Mary Hough 

Jazz Combo Experience: Maureen Flood* & Justyna Weirich 

Event was held on Father’s Day. 5 teachers participated 

Luncheon- Marcia Rudin 

Midwest Keyboard Performers Challenge-Brenda Huang 

Date and venue secured for February 22nd at Harper 

Membership: SuZane Ray 

New members  

Elif Allenfort  
Hideko Amano  
Min Jeong J. Chang  
Sharon Garvey Cohen  
Janel Greaves  
Gloria Hunter  
Sophia Yiying Li  
Dr. Andrea Schneider  
Zarui Vardanean 
 
New Member Coffee will be Monday, October 6th 10:00am at Marcia Rudin’s house 
 



Mentors: Helen Grosshans, Deborah Lynch, Marcia Mally, Suzanne Murray, Marie Rutter, 
Carol Walgren-Georgas 

Music Blocks-Mary Anne Block 

Are expanding and accepted new students this year who qualified as low income families. 
There are 6 days of lessons at Carpentersville. MB is in need of smaller or full sized 
keyboards if anyone is willing to donate 

Parliamentarian-Mary Anne Block 

There has been difficulty passing meeting minutes without quorum on site and electronic 
vote post meeting. It is concluded that silence will not be counted as a positive “Yes” vote. 
Members should be reading the minutes and responding to email communications 
requesting a vote to pass minutes 

Sonata-Sonatina Festival-Michelle Ryder Smith and Distinguished Volunteer Jerry Dolins. 

Deadline is October 3rd.  

Technology Committee-Chyi-Ling Evans 

Yearbook-Maureen Flood 

Thank you to Deb and Terry Goedken helped put together the Yearbook 

 

Old Business Discussion Items 

Reimbursement of dues for retired teachers: For retired teachers who are still active in 
some way in NWSMTA, for example, individuals who attend meetings and vote on matters 
or serve on a committee or would like to remain or become more active, NWSMTA will 
provide a contribution towards your dues. Members can apply for the funds by way of an 
online Google form. See the link below. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/u/1/d/1yd6cejH6TmOjUjq39RTyndiRV720ocVUIbxWk9N7il
4/edit?usp=drivesdk 

Additional qualifications to be eligible for partial reimbursement of dues include: 

Qualifications for eligible applicants:  

1. At least 5 years membership with NWSMTA 

2. Retired from teaching 

https://docs.google.com/forms/u/1/d/1yd6cejH6TmOjUjq39RTyndiRV720ocVUIbxWk9N7il4/edit?usp=drivesdk
https://docs.google.com/forms/u/1/d/1yd6cejH6TmOjUjq39RTyndiRV720ocVUIbxWk9N7il4/edit?usp=drivesdk


3. No students enrolled in student events 

Attendance, Written Sign-in. Lois followed up with MTNA. It is our choice whether or not 
we have written sign-in. Given that information, in short, the Board approved a "change" in 
attendance record-keeping is that requires no written attendance or sign in.   

Professional Development Scholarships/Grants  

From Vision and Finance Committee: In May, with Helen Grosshans performing the 
responsibility of Chair, reported that the committee reviewed the Teacher’s Grant Program 
and renamed it “NWSMTA Grant for Teachers’ Professional Development.” The new 
proposal for the grant was passed at the June Board meeting.  Essentially there will be up to 
4 grants of up to $500 per member starting Dec 1st, 2025. This is also a version of Helen 
Chang’s fellowship idea and also an outgrowth of a memorial for Janice Wilkans and other 
deceased members. Money for the grants will come from the interest of NWSMTA 
investments. For members interested in applying for the grants, an application form and 
information on how to apply will be forthcoming soon on the website, and the NWSMTA 
membership will be notified when it is available. 
 
History/Current Job Descriptions  
There is an existing page on the NWSMTA website for Job Descriptions. It is located under 
Home / About US / Job Descriptions. All the positions are listed, and some are linked to job 
descriptions; however, many are not. The links are to job descriptions stored on Weebly, 
but it is a good idea to have the job descriptions also on the Google drive and have the 
website link to them. 
 
Permission Form for Presenters – SuZane Ray – now available as an online Google form 
for use when we secure presenters for our programs. Presenters will chose their 
preferences regarding recording and access of their presentations. 
 

New Business 

1. Rules of Conduct Document for SSF and other events – discussion, actions (MTNA 
follow up and regulations for this.) Soon to be posted on the website. 

2. Transitional year for Sonata-Sonatina leadership – committee members needed 
3. New venue, Countryside Choir Rehearsal Room 
4. FYI: We received a request from Debi Inch, Foundation Fellows Chair, that we support 

the 3 nominated Illinois Foundation Fellows: Jeff Kleinsorge, Yeeseon Kwon, Debi 
Inch. It was  approved by Board that we support the three Illinois-based Foundation 
Fellows with a $100.00 donation per each fellow. 

5. Technology Committee: As of this past summer, an official NWSMTA Committee with 
a new Chair (Chyi-Ling Evans). By means of new equipment and procedures, the new 
committee is working to streamline the set up and recording process for presenters. 



6. Release Form for Minors. This will be for use by teachers when it is desirable to 
upload pictures of events on the website that include students, to post photos of 
students who have received awards, additional circumstances, etc. The form is in the 
making.  

7. This year, the deadline for Group the group ticket order for CSO is Sept 30th. We were 
offered for this year Gallery tix $25.00 and Main floor $60.00. Instead of $10.00 
processing fee per ticket, NWSMTA will only be charged $25.00 for entire group order. 
Contact: Genya Kantorovich 

 
 


