
NWSMTA Agenda for Member Meeting, October 20, 2025 

9:50: Call Meeting to order – President Lois V. Guderian 

  
Read minutes from September meeting, 2025 – Recording Secretary, Helen Chang  
Deb Lynch Motioned to approve the minutes and Marcia Mally second the motion 

  
Reports from Officers 

First Vice President and Programs Chairperson – Justyna Weirich 
Next month’s meeting and program is at Countryside Church 

  
Second Vice President and Membership Chairperson: SuZane Ray  
New Member Coffee on October 6th was successful. We have currently 111 members, 2 new 
members Yuriko Tanaka and Chris Tang 

  
Recording Secretary 

Helen Chang 

  
Treasurer Xin (Cindy) Li’s Report     Balance in the BMO Harris Bank checking account.  
Mutual Funds Account: The current market value of the mutual funds account at Fidelity 

Investments: Checking Account: As of October 20, 2025, the balance in the BMO 
Harris Bank checking account stands at $15,007.06.  
Mutual Funds Account: As of September 30, 2025, the market value of the mutual funds 
account at Fidelity Investments is $51,524.71. This represents an increase of $1,084.52 in 
investment value.  
 

COMMITTEE and CHAIR REPORTS  
 

AIM: Achievement in Music – Chairs of Areas and Levels Reports 
Reminder to review the dates and deadlines for 2025-2026. They are held at Harper College and 

the dates are published in the Yearbook as well as the website. Links to Enrollment Process, 

Fees and Award information can be found on the front page of NWSMTA website. 

PLEASE NOTE: 

1. Serving on the exam day is required for every teacher entering students. Exact times and 

duties will be determined by the Exam Chair for that exam once registration has closed and the 

final number of entrants are determined.  Registration will open in October for the January 

Exams. 

2.For all levels, a repertoire substitution request to include any piece not found in the Syllabus 

must be made by January 15 midnight to Stephanie Myers 

(hisamimyers@gmail.com). 
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3.Program approval by Stephanie Myers (hisamimyers@gmail.com) is required 

for ALL Level 12 students 5 months before the exam/performance. Download Level 12 Program 

Approval Submission Form from ismta.org 

4.Level 12 Recitals must be scheduled for dates before July 31 and an extra $25 

recital fee is applied. 

5.Each private teacher is to register their own students and have membership with MTNA and 

ISMTA in order to enter students 

We will hold an AIM Workshop for newer members and interested teachers on October 27th at 

Countryside Church in Palatine. This is a great opportunity to learn more about the program or 

ask questions. We will go over how to select student levels, scoring and awards, online 

registration and syllabus questions. Seasoned teachers and committee members are 

encouraged to attend to help and mentor newer teachers. 

AIM Workshop-Monday, October 27th 10:00am 

Countryside Church (Choir Rehearsal Room) 

1025 N Smith St, Palatine, IL 60067 

Piano Coordinator: Helen Chang – updates, information including the following. 
December Theory Exam Levels 3-12 moved to January 25, 2026: *Helen Chang  
March Exam Levels 3-9 Performance: Vonnie Mrozinski* & Helen Grosshans 

April Exam Levels 1-2 Complete & Levels 10-12 Performance: Brenda Haynes* 

 
 

Camp Scholarship: Suyi Su 

 

Certification: Jennifer Cohen  (Applications, Education and Renewals) 
 

Classical Recitals: Michelle Ho* & Elizabeth Lieberman 

 

Festival of Pianos: Yoko Amano 

Dates: February 14 & 15, 2026. Yoko and Committee will send out an official email to everyone 
soon. 
 

Finance/Vision: Carol Walgren-Georgas is taking over for Marie Rutter 

 

Gold Medal Recital Chair: A NWSMTA member, Elena Goptseva has come forward to chair 
future GMRs 

 

Group Ticket Sales: Genya Kantorovich 

 

Historian/Hospitality: Mary Hough 
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Jazz Combo Experience: Maureen Flood* & Justyna Weirich 

 

Luncheon: Marcia Rudin 
 

Midwest Keyboard Performers Challenge (February 22): Brenda Huang* 
 

Membership: SuZane Ray  Report on membership, Mentor Program and New Member Coffee  
 

Mentors: Helen Grosshans, Deborah Lynch, Marcia Mally, Suzanne Murray, Marie Rutter, Carol 
Walgren-Georgas 
Newsletter: Deborah Lynch 
If you have news or information that you would like included in the online Newsletter, please 
note that it is always due on the 5th of the month. Please send your items to Deb Lynch. 
 
Parliamentarian: Mary Anne Block 
Pop & Jazz Recitals: Chyi-Ling Evans and Michelle Ho, October 26th Classical 1:30pm and 
Pop/Jazz 3:30pm at St. Michaels Episcopal Church in Barrington. Programs were typed and sent 
out for proofreading.  
Publicity: Lily Zhang 
Reminder, send photos to Lily’s phone for upload to the website or Facebook. 
Sonata-Sonatina Festival: Michelle Ryder-Smith and Distinguished Volunteer Jerry Dolins. 
Registrations have been closed and we registered 381 students, about 4% greater than our 
post-Covid average. All 381 students were able to be scheduled in the time slots they requested 
by the deadline, not a simple feat. The 381 students are represented by 62 teachers, 53 
NWSMTA members; and 9 non-NWSMTA members. Total entry fees to be collected will be 
$13,755. Deb Lynch and Terry are working on an online registration Google form for SSF. 
Michelle is continuing with SSF chair until someone is trained. Marcia Mally will be help her 
with her committee. 
 
Teachers Musicale: SuZane Ray 
 
Technology Committee: Chair, Chyi-Ling Evans 
Website/ENews: Maureen Flood 
Yearbook: Maureen Flood 
 

OLD BUSINESS  
Gold Medal Recital Chair: A NWSMTA member has come forward to chair future GMRs 

 

Reimbursement of dues for retired teachers: Reminder: Members can apply for the funds by 
way of an online Google form. See the link below. 
https://docs.google.com/forms/u/1/d/1yd6cejH6TmOjUjq39RTyndiRV720ocVUIbxWk9N7il4/ed
it?usp=drivesdk 

Additional qualifications to be eligible for partial reimbursement of dues include: 

Qualifications for eligible applicants:  

https://bdm7t5cab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001a1cBRljZcdCHcTp6ehyfnFOpv1nCyPiQ5k_-qc3dlg3yb8ZxpcoIglnnHPn2nnEzrc4u7miZMtYCQjkl937e_DHYmIz1tEwg7ANM3q4jsljgtIGmFn3U1NGo2jnvNxOxRTue--plGfRVwTKDJdgvEQck4oaXty-R6ORFZNY8DiqZ73BTfPvexkJy5y3QZkonDb2s_rWZj7tAsS6n-vGCB6SBbrIxDC0RcTgyyFScteSEeLD2HOy3B6TVqQYbQIX89gLJWlEKP9E=&c=fbHaQwx6dFcnCQWi0KMJKtLSz6TduPQDZ9AD8dcq-Sfn72hRGznGsg==&ch=pI2MD9scB8xY113dgBLmw2SvcgpoktNPLUn1C3Jnd5wr7nRmyJKe9Q==
https://bdm7t5cab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001a1cBRljZcdCHcTp6ehyfnFOpv1nCyPiQ5k_-qc3dlg3yb8ZxpcoIglnnHPn2nnEzrc4u7miZMtYCQjkl937e_DHYmIz1tEwg7ANM3q4jsljgtIGmFn3U1NGo2jnvNxOxRTue--plGfRVwTKDJdgvEQck4oaXty-R6ORFZNY8DiqZ73BTfPvexkJy5y3QZkonDb2s_rWZj7tAsS6n-vGCB6SBbrIxDC0RcTgyyFScteSEeLD2HOy3B6TVqQYbQIX89gLJWlEKP9E=&c=fbHaQwx6dFcnCQWi0KMJKtLSz6TduPQDZ9AD8dcq-Sfn72hRGznGsg==&ch=pI2MD9scB8xY113dgBLmw2SvcgpoktNPLUn1C3Jnd5wr7nRmyJKe9Q==


1. At least 5 years membership with NWSMTA 

2. Retired from teaching 

3. No students enrolled in student events 

 Professional Development Scholarships/Grants  
 

Reminder to Apply: The new “NWSMTA Grant for Teachers’ Professional 
Development.” There will be 4 grants of up to $500 per member starting Dec 1st, 2025. For 
members interested in applying for the grants, an application form and information on how to 
apply will be forthcoming soon on the website, and the NWSMTA membership will be notified 
when it is available. 
  
Job Descriptions Available In Two Ways 

Way #1: Available on the website via Google Drive. 
  
History/Current Job Descriptions  
Way #2: There is an existing page on the NWSMTA website for Job Descriptions. It is located 
under Home / About US / Job Descriptions. All the positions are listed, and some are linked to 
job descriptions; however, many are not. The links are to job descriptions stored on Weebly, 
but it is a good idea to have the job descriptions also on the Google drive and have the website 
link to them. 
  
Permission Form for Presenters – SuZane Ray – now available as an online Google form for use 
when we secure presenters for our programs. Presenters will chose their preferences regarding 
recording and access of their presentations. 
 

NEW Business 

1.    Reminder: Rules of Conduct Document for SSF and other events is available on the website 
for use with your students and families. 
2.    Transitional year for Sonata-Sonatina leadership – Thanks to Deb Lynch and her husband 
Terry, a new entry form has been created and is being tested. It is a Google form, very easy to 
use (I have tried it already myself!) If you are interested in being on the SSF Transition 
Committee and would like more information, please let me know. Information is available.  
More information will also be shared during the meeting. 
3.    Reminder: New venue, Countryside Choir Rehearsal Room (First use, AIM Workshop) 

4.    FYI: We received a request from Debi Inch, Foundation Fellows Chair, that we support the 3 
nominated Illinois Foundation Fellows: Jeff Kleinsorge, Yeeseon Kwon, Debi Inch. It 
was  approved by Board that we support the three Illinois-based Foundation Fellows. 
Done! Donation made. 
5.    Release Form for Minors. This will be for use by teachers when it is desirable to upload 
pictures of events on the website that include students, to post photos of students who have 
received awards, additional circumstances, etc. The form is in the making. Requesting 
volunteers and/or editors. 
6.    Steinway & Sons Gallery in Hinsdale offers cost free recital space for teachers. 
 



Suzane moved to adjourn the meeting and Deb Lynch second 


