
NWSMTA GRANTS FOR PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT  

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

1. Why has this program, NWSMTA Grants for Professional Development, been introduced? 

NWSMTA has available funds to encourage its members to continue professional 

development through educational and musical experiences. Applicants select one activity as 

the focus from a wide range of possibilities and follow the application process. The grant, 

based on the application request, of up to $500 is awarded to each recipient with a 

maximum total all awards being $2000. 

2.   What might some of these education or musical experiences be? 

• Attending a conference such as the national MTNA, state ISMTA or other state  

conferences, NCKP conference.  

• Exploring a course of study/experience in jazz or other musical style, chamber and 

ensemble music, world music, composition, a focus on composers  

• Attending or participating in a workshop, festival 

• Personal private or group study in instrument or voice with specific goal   

3.  Who can apply for this grant? 

 Applicants must be a current member of NWSMTA for two complete years and must have 

participated actively as a committee member or officer for one year. Preference is given to 

applicants who have not previously received the grant. Activity for grant application is from 

September 2025 through August 2026 with eligible expenses being reimbursed retroactively 

as needed.  

4.   What is the application process? 

The application process is described in the grant information form. Notice the timeline: 

APPLY NOW! The deadline is January 15, 2026. Recipients will be announced by February 1. 

Written information is needed which may be more challenging for members who are fluent 

in languages besides English. The Grant Chair/President is available for editing help and 

review. Anticipated registration/materials expenses are to be included, but travel and food 

are not covered. Half of the grant then will be reimbursed to applicant after registration for 

the event. This is not a need-based award, but the applicant may indicate need, if desired.  

Include all information in one document/file using Word or PDF formats. 

5.   What happens after the recipient has completed this continuing education? 

The grant recipient must share the experience afterwards with NWSMTA membership 

through the newsletter. The article may be a summary or interview format. Photos are 

accepted as well. The remainder of the grant will be given after the article is printed. 

6.   Where can I find answers to more questions? 

Please contact Helen Grosshans at <hgrosshanspiano@gmail.com> 


