NWSMTA Member Meeting April 20" at the Rolling Meadows Library
9:50am President Lois called the meeting to order

March meeting minutes were read by Recording Secretary Helen Chang. Marcia motioned
to approved minutes. Deb Lynch second. Minutes were approved.

Officer Reports

President

Lois gave an update on search for a new accountant. The accounting firm we contacted
said it was good to go forward.

Lois attended the MTNA conference in March and gave a report of her experience. Itis
detailed in the April Newsletter.

SSF GMR Training session was on April 10" If you did not attend, you may view a recording
of the meeting, the presentation slides and the demonstration. Link to the recording is on
the April Meeting agenda sent by Lois. Lois had additional meetings with Jerry and Michelle
and was given a list of tasks to prepare for the festival.

Lois reminded everyone to submit Annual Reports for your events as soon as possible after
your event if it has not occurred yet. We need to have all the budget reports done before the
June 1 Board meeting. The form is available on the website.

First Vice President

Justyna confirmed the April presentation will be the last program featuring Svetlana Belsky
on Bach French Suites

Second Vice President and Membership

SuZane reported there are 117 members and one new member joined this month. Kimberly
Gogolewski

Treasurer

Cindy Li Reports As of April 20", 2026, the balance in the BMO Harris Bank checking
account stands at $24,969.09

Mutual Funds Account : As of March 31,2025, the market value of the mutual funds
account at Fidelity Investments is $52,181.97. This represents an decrease of $1,549.75
investment value

Committee Reports

Aim



All exams for Levels 1-12 are finishing up. Last exam at Harper was last week. There are
makeup exams and level 12 Recitals to finish. We had a total of 336 students registered for
Level 1-12 and exams held over the period of January, March and April. | have the
scoresheets, certificates, medals and pins today. The level 9-12 plaques are ordered and
will be handed out with the cash awards for students that scored 80 pt or higher on both
the Theory and Performance exams. Estimated date is the first week of May

Exam 4

Brenda Haynes noted 96 students registered and 2 cancelled. 1 has completed a makeup
exam 32 teachers entered students and 5 Level 12 students will complete recitals

Camp Scholarship

Suyi reminded the deadline is May 1°. There is one entry for scholarship so far.

Classical/Pop and Jazz Recital

Michelle Ho reports that the recitals are this Sunday. She has made a flyer for the event and can be
viewed in the April Newsletter. There is a mix of composers and new repertoire.

Classical Recital: 1:30 PM, April 26, St Michael’s Church in Barrington

Pop and Jazz Recital: 3:30 PM, April 26, St Michael’s Church in Barrington

Elizabeth Lieberman reports that the recital is ready to go

Festival of Pianos

We are looking for someone to come forward to chair the event

Vision and Finance

Interim or new Chairperson needed. Please contact Lois if you are interested in this position. Lois
asked for follow up on Professional Development grants. One report has been received so far.

Lois asked for clarification needed as to how the recipients will fulfill the requirement to write and
share an article by way of the website. Deb will check if a new area be created on the website
designated to the reports. Committee will discuss if a timeline needs to be established for submitting
the report after the professional development has occurred

Gold Medal Recital

Elena Goptseva will work with Michelle, Jerry, Deb and Terry for next year’s SSF.

Group Tickets Sales

Historian

Maureen is in the process of digitizing NWSMTA history files. Terry reported that Yearbooks
are saved on the website.



Hospitality

Lois reports Maureen agreed to be the liason to Mary Hough if something is discussed at
the monthly meetings. Lois added members were able to attend Marcia Mally’s daughter’s
memorial and NWSMTA sent a large bouquet

Jazz Combo

Maureen reminded everyone event will be on Father’s Day, June 21 at the House of Music
and Entertainment. Maureen and Justyna can assist teachers to create lead sheets.
Justyna and Maureen both agreed that teachers will be able to participate as performers if
they wish.

Luncheon

As our NWSMTA members and guests come together to celebrate the nearly final event of a
meaningful and successful ‘25/'26 year for all our members and our students, please mark your
calendars now (May 11" ) and join us at:

THE GARDEN BERRY CAFE
440 W. Northwest Highway (Rte. 14 - East of Quentin Road)
Palatine, IL

The Business Meeting will begin at 10:45 am with the luncheon to follow.

Mentors

SuZane has not received requests from members to get mentorship. Deb suggests a
contact person be in place. Chyi-Ling suggests assign a member to a new member.
Brenda Haynes offered to be a mentor for this year.

MKPC
Music Blocks

Lois read Mary Anne Blocks report as follows: Private Lessons will continue through May for
the three lesson locations, including five days in Carpentersville. The students are working
to prepare their pieces for the SpringRecital to be held on Sunday, May 10 th at Barrington
Area Library: Two recitals 2:00 and 3:15. The recitals will be followed by refreshments and a
awards ceremony, including recognizing students who participated in this year’s ISMTA AIM
exams and achieved a passing score. NWSMTA members are invited to attend and observe
these students, who very much appreciate the continued financial support from NWSMTA-
helping to make possible this free piano lesson program for underserved families. The
Music Blocks “Discovery” program has also been active, with more than 35 Music Blocks
family members taking advantage of the complementary tickets offered by Barrington’s
White House for two recent musical performances: The Aznavoorian Sisters (piano trio)



and the amazing Fred Hersch, jazz pianist. We thank the surrounding community for
providing these cultural activities to families who would otherwise not have access to
these enriching performances

Newsletter
Deb Lynch is stepping down as editor and we will be seeking someone to take over

Nominating Committee

Committee Members: Chyi-Ling Evans, SuZane Ray, Justyna Weirich, Maureen Flood, Lily Zhang.
The nominations are

SuZane Ray-President
Marcia Rudin-1st Vice President and Program chair

Deb Lynch motioned we accept the slate of officers as read. Suzanne Murray second and a vote
was unanimously passed

Publicity

Professional Development

No deadline for submission of the follow up report is currently in place. However, please submit your
report in a timely way after the professional development has occurred. Finance and Vision
Committee can follow up with additional guidelines on when and where to submit reports.

Sonata/Sonatina

Michelle Ryder Smith, Jerry Dolins, Terry Goedken

Date and Time of Training Meeting: Friday Evening, April 10: 7:45-8:45 P.M.

This meeting took place and two reports have gone out by way of Constant Contact: 1) Report of the
meeting and 2) follow up report with Terry Goedken’s response to questions and suggestions.

NWSMTA had a very good turnout to the Sonata-Sonatina Meeting. 14 Participants were on Zoom
and the details can be read on the April meeting agenda.

Teacher’s Musicale

SuZane reminded that Deadline is today. Teachers have already signed up to perform a
variety of pieces It is a great opportunity for teachers to come together and have fun playing
or come and listen The Teachers’ Musicale is Monday, May 4™ at the Rolling Meadows
Library

VILMA

Brenda reported that judges are being secured for the E-Festival.



New Business

e Lois reported there was a Thank you note sent from a Harper Student who received
scholarship given by NWSMTA. Lois read the thank you note in the meeting.

e Joan Drolet’'s daughters wrote a thank note to NWSMTA thanking us to commission the
piece “Resonance” which was performed at the Festival of Pianos in which they were in
attendance. Lois read the note. Maureen added Joan Drolet’s daughters were playing in the
welcome area at Northwest Community Hospital last week.

¢ Marie Rutter announced a series of recitals given by Filip Kauch at Judson College and
Church of the Cross in Hoffmann estates. The admission is free at the church.

e Sign-up for committees for upcoming year. Sheet passed around during April and May
meetings

¢ Nominations for Member of the Year-Marcia nominated Lois Guiderian and Maureen and Lily
second. Lois thanked the membership for awarding her Member of the Year.

Deb Lynch motioned to adjourned the meeting and Suzane Ray second. Meeting was adjourned
at 10:45am



