
NWSMTA March Meeting Minutes for March 17, 2025, 
  
Zoom meeting from MTNA Conference 
  
9:45: Call Meeting to order: President, Lois Guderian 
  
Read minutes from February 17 meetings, 2025: Recording Secretary, Helen Chang 
  
Deb Lynch moved to approve Feb Meeting minutes and Maureen seconded. Minutes were approved 
Lois motioned to approve January Meeting minutes and Genya seconded. Minutes were approved 

 
Reports from Officers 
  
President: Lois Guderian 
1.    Reminder: Committees that finished their events before 2025 can turn in their Annual Report and Budget 
Request ASAP. Now, overdue. The reports were due Tuesday, January 21.  
  
Annual Reports: The form is available from the website. Please fill it out and email the report to me directly. Form 
is online through the website. 
https://www.nwsmta.org/annual-report--budget-request-form.html.  
  
All other committees, Annual Reports due by May 5.  
  
Recording Secretary: Helen Chang 
  
First Vice President – Justyna Weirich  
Presentation: Eric Sutz, “Mindfulness Practicing” 
April Presenter has cancelled so we are looking for a presenter for next month 
  
Second Vice President and Membership Chairperson: Marcia Rudin membership update 
  
NWSMTA Treasurer’s Report: Yushan Sui  
  
Checking Account  
As of March 15, 2025, the balance in the BMO Harris Bank checking account stands at $24,892.43.  
  
Mutual Funds Account 
As of February 28, 2025, the market value of the mutual funds account at Fidelity  
Investments is $ 47,706.30. This represents an increase of $60.64 in investment value  
  
Respectfully submitted, Yushan Sui, NWSMTA Treasurer 
  
COMMITTEE REPORTS  
  
Aim Committee:  Levels 3-9 Performance Exams was march 16th. 217 students registered and 194 exams were 
given. We used 25 judges for the whole day. In OPERA there is a judging average tab for teachers to compare their 
judging with other judges . Please contact Vonnie or Helen Grosshans if your student qualifies for a makeup exam. 
Vonnie brought the scoresheets to the meeting or it may be picked up at Vonie’s house after today. and reminders 
of upcoming exams. Scoresheets from January theory exams are also with the March exam scoresheets. 
  
Technology Committee: Nothing new at this time. 
  

https://bdm7t5cab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Jo5I0e3jU71tmlhTvpaSrdLI7OfDW-yfzS5L05ebEAV87npaIyMuvmZRiC4GtGWQ0HzHRai5HZU8BKyTx7SEKzZoHwtFMPq76II4gzLSaQ-TsYlKmOF6uUZTooQy0Rk9iYy4hn34FKnQM62BlgiTW_0OtV17cEjSHVv_xPLag6ZO-ylF0gynQTBavsB-9bLqMRTVyXJvT_E=&c=-o4wIm-EsVAW5-AJgClI80ake6LFzIPu8LKonbr1bMU-cI_KrnrnLg==&ch=3DmkCmv_gk4ZeQ83o2HcGYj1Q1Pf1sDI7Clw2VqwPkMqLdxMzigUvA==


Classical Recital: Michelle Ho and Elizabeth Lieberman-Registration has begun. 1:30pm April 27th 
  
Reminder: April 13 is the deadline to enter students. Registration is online. As provided below, the committee will 
aurally provide us with the updates to the entry process and where to find them in print outside of this agenda. 
  
Pop and Jazz: Report on the Spring Recital – Chyi-Ling and Michelle 
  
The Spring Classical Recital and the Pop & Jazz Recital will be held on Sunday, April 27, at 3:30 PM.  
  
Place: St. Michael’s Episcopal Church, 647 Dundee Ave, Barrington, IL 60010. 
  
Registration starting date: February 27, 2025 
  
Registration deadline: April 13, 2025 
  
Changes: To keep the recital at a reasonable length, the Recital committee has decided that the maximum number 
of performances will be 25 for each recital. (It will be first come first serve.) Please review the rules and procedures 
before you enter your students to the recital. They can be viewed on NWSMT website 
  
Midwest Keyboard Performers Challenge, February 23. Heartfelt thanks to Brenda Huang for her time and work 
to make the Midwest Keyboard Performers Challenge such a successful reality. Thanks also to all volunteers and 
judges who helped out with the event. 
  
Reminder: Whether we have an event at Harper or another venue, if you are serving as a judge or volunteer, 
please remember to leave the room you have been assigned the way you found it. Please encourage parent or 
community volunteers to do the same. 
  
Vision and Finance: Due to trips and circumstances, the Vision and Finance Committee will postpone a meeting 
until all members are able to attend.  
  
Teachers’ Musicale: SuZane Ray, Chair of the committee, is asking for input towards the possibility of changing 
how and when the Teachers’ Musicale event takes place. “Should we continue to hold the event in May? What if 
we were to consider moving the event to a weekend day in the early summer? I’d love your input on finding a day 
that works best. Let’s work together to make this an exciting and successful event, while building our music 
studios!” 
Please see SuZane’s full letter to the NWSMTA Membership in the March Newsletter. If you have ideas, please 
respond to SuZane and copy Lois for inclusion in the April meeting Agenda or bring your ideas to the April meeting. 
SuZane is checking with Janice Razaq about the Harper Piano Ensemble possibly performing at the Teacher’s 
Musicale. 
  
May Luncheon: Marcia Rudin has offered to head up the plans for the May Luncheon. She welcomes anyone who 
is willing to serve as an assistant. Please contact Lois or Marcia directly if you are willing to serve as an assistant.  
  
New Music Chicago Collaboration Committee: At the February 28 meeting of the NMC/NWSMTA Committee, the 
members of the committee voted to move forward with preparing a proposal for the collaboration. The proposal 
will be presented at June Board meeting. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



New business:  
 

• A nominating committee to oversee the nominations for officers: Treasurer and Second Vice President. 
Voting will take place in April. nominating committee was formed to nominated officers for the April vote 
(Chyi-Ling, SuZane, Pei-ju, Helen Chang, Yushan).   

 

• April will be the meeting which member of the Year will be nominated.  
 

• A guest from local tutoring center Panta Math. They are looking for teachers who are willing to teach at 
their tutoring center.  

 

• Taking attendance at monthly meetings. Jerry questioned whether it’s necessary to keep track of names 
of those in attendance. Lois will stop by MTNA booth and ask whether keeping a total number of 
attendees for voting items.  

 
Old Business 
1.     Dates and Deadlines: At the end of this document please see the dates for upcoming events and registration 
deadlines. These are also located in the Newsletters.  
2.     New Music Chicago Collaboration: A committee is formed and has met two times to discuss matters. The 
committee voted to move forward with preparing a proposal for the Board Meeting in June. 
3.     March Meeting: March 17, Eric Sutz Mindfulness Practicing. 
4.     Presenter form: Now available. Reminder: Plan/procedure for making sure presenters have the form in 
advance of their presentation.  
Congratulations 
Congratulations to NWSMTA member Koeun Grace Lee (piano) along with Douglas Temples (viola) on their lovely 
“Reunion Recital” at Countryside Church, March 9. Besides the duets, both musicians performed beautiful solo 
works.  
Congratulations to Jennifer Cohen who will be honored this evening as an MTNA Foundation Fellow at the MTNA 
Awards Banquet. 
Congratulations to NWSMTA member Koeun Grace Lee who will give a presentation today at 11:10 at the MTNA 
National Conference. 

 
 


